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STATE OF TENNESSEE

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 37243-0435

DAVID W. SALYERS, P.E. BILL LEE
COMMISSIONER GOVERNOR
May 21, 2020

Via Electronic Mail to PaducahEAComments@pad.pppo.gov
Attn: Bill Ostrum, EM NEPA Compliance Officer

Office of Environmental Management, U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Avenue, SW

Washington, DC 20585

Dear Mr. Ostrum:

The Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (TDEC) appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant site (Paducah Site),
Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) for Disposition of Waste and Materials.! The Draft EA has been
prepared for disposition of approximately 5,050,000 cubic feet (ft%) of waste and excess material to support
deactivation and other non-Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liabilities Act
DOE Environmental Management activities at the Paducah Site. This Draft EA pertains to Tennessee and is
being reviewed by TDEC because the proposed action contemplates the potential treatment of low-level
radioactive waste, mixed low-level radioactive waste, and Freon 114 at Perma-Fix Diversified Scientific
Services, Inc. (DSSI) in Kingston, TN and potential treatment of low-level radioactive waste and mixed low-
level radioactive waste at the EnergySolutions facility in Oak Ridge, TN. These two facilities are being
considered for treatment of specific waste streams among several other facilities across the country; none of
the waste considered for treatment in Tennessee is being considered for disposal in Tennessee.

TDEC’s Division of Radiological Health regulates several radioactive waste processors in the State,
including DSSI and EnergySolutions. These facilities are operated in accordance with standards required by
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Tennessee’s State Regulations for Protection Against Radiation, as
well as requirements specified in their respective radioactive material licenses issued by TDEC. These
standards and requirements apply to all radioactive waste received, including waste received from the
Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant. Additionally, DSSI and EnergySolutions are also permitted facilities
through TDEC’s Division of Solid Waste Management and are operated in accordance with federal and state
hazardous waste management rules and regulations.? TDEC encourages DOE to reflect that both facilities
are regulated by TDEC in the Final EA.

! The Paducah Site is a DOE-owned facility in Paducah, Kentucky.
2 EnergySolutions, TND982157570, in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. Tennessee Hazardous Waste Permit TNHW-171;
DSSI/Perma-Fix, TND982109142, in Kingston, Tennessee. Tennessee Hazardous Waste Permit TNHW-150.



TDEC appreciates the opportunity to comment on this Draft EA. Please note that these comments are not
indicative of approval or disapproval of the proposed action or its alternatives, nor should they be interpreted
as an indication regarding future permitting decisions by TDEC. Please contact me should you have any
questions regarding these comments.

Sincerely,

Matthew Taylor

Senior Policy Analyst, Office of Policy and Sustainable Practices
Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation
Matthew.K.Taylor@tn.gov

(615) 979-2449

cc: Kendra Abkowitz, PhD, TDEC, OPSP
Lisa Hughey, TDEC, DSWM
Ryan Crihfield, TDEC, DRH



